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Cumulative ZEB Deployment (in service or on
order) in California as of December 31, 2024
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Phase Il Comprehensive Review on
2026-2028 Program Readiness

e Standard and articulated ZEB are more advanced and could meet
near-term deployment purposes

* Class 4 cutaway, over-the-road motorcoach, and double decker
ZEB technologies need more time to develop long-range models

 Classes 5 and 6 cutaway buses don't have an Altoona tested or
commercialized ZEB model
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Implementation Goals for 2026-2028

* Provide market certainty and keep ZEB purchase momentum
* Ensure emissions reduction benefit and protect public health
 Safeguard transit operation

e Position the state for maximum ZEB deployment
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ICT Exemption Website and Templates

* https://ww?2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/innovative-clean-transit/ict-
regulation-exemptions

 Classes 5 and 6 cutaway buses are not phased in for 2026-2028 and
don't need exemptions

 All exemption applications should be sent electronically to
ict@arb.ca.gov

 All exemption requests and approval are bus-type specific
« Each exemption approval is good for one calendar year
* Use only one exemption reason for each vehicle

 Streamlined application templates to reduce administrative burden

« Template 4.1 (unavailability for class 4 cutaway, over-the-road, double
decker buses)

« Template 5 (financial hardship)
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ICT Website

2s ww?2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/innovative-clean-transit
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ICT Regulation Exemptions

Omnibus Regulation Transit

Fvamntinn

CARB'’s heavy-duty vehicle legacy programs have been focused on reducing combustion
emissions. New heavy-duty zero-emission vehicle programs are complementary to these
programs and focus on the long-term goal of reducing emissions in the heavy-duty
transportation sector. They are part of California’s holistic plan to address challenging
mandates and needs for public health protection, and to meet federal air quality

standards and climate protection goals.
MORE ABOUT THIS PROGRAM =

GENERATION ZERO

Join transit agency peers from across California for a hands-on, operationally
focused ride-and-drive event exploring battery electric and hydrogen fuel cell
bus technology.

OCTA Santa Ana Base

Santa Ana, CA

Saturday, February 28, 2026,9 a.m.- 3 p.m.
Space is limited | Register by February 25, 2026.

ca.gov/our-work/programs/innovative-clean-transit/reporting-tool-data
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ICT Regulation Exemptions Website

ICT Regulation Exemptions

Innovative Clean Transit
About

Resources

Program Update
Meetings & Workshops
Regulation

Guidance Package
Reporting Tool & Data
Rollout Plans

Program Milestones
Archives

ICT Regulation Exemptions

Omnibus Regulation Transit
Exemption

Subscribe
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To ensure transit service is not adversely impacted, the ICT regulation includes exemptions to address circumstances that are
beyond a transit agency’s control. Transit agencies may request an exemption from the zero-emission bus requirements. The
Executive Officer will grant an exemption upon request if the specified criteria are met. To simplify the exemption application
process, transit agencies are strongly encouraged to use the following templates for applicable exemptions.

e Template 1: When delay in bus delivery is caused by setback of construction of infrastructure needed for the zero-
emission bus. (coming soon)

e Template 2: When available zero-emission buses cannot meet a transit agency’s daily mileage needs. (coming soon)

¢ Template 3: When available zero-emission buses do not have adequate gradeability performance to meet the transit
agency’s daily needs for any bus in its fleet. (coming soon)

+ Template 4: When a required zero-emission bus type for the applicable weight class based on gross vehicle weight rating
(GVWR) is unavailable for purchase.

o Template 4.1: Zero-Emission Bus Unavailability Based on the Comprehensive Review Results for the Calendar
Years 2026 Through 2028. For purchases of Class 4 cutaway, over-the-road motor coaches, and double-decker
buses.

o Template 4.2: Zero-Emission Bus Unavailability. For purchases of standard and articulated buses.

« Template 5: Financial Hardship.

o Sample letter

Please send inquiries or exemption application to ict@arb.ca.gov.



Template 4.1 Zero-Emission Bus Unavailability Based on the Comprehensive Review

(For purchases of Class 4 cutaway, over-the-road motor coaches, and double-decker buses)
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Results for the Calendar Years 2026 Through 2028

Exemption Application for the Innovative Clean Transit Zero-Emission
Bus Purchase Requirements
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Template 4.2 Zero-Emission Bus Unavailability
(For purchases of standard and articulated buses)

Exemption Application for the Innovative Clean Transit Zero-Emission
Bus Purchase Requirements

Template 4.2: Zero-Emission Bus Unavailability
Applicable for the purchase of standard and articulated buses

Disclaimer: Transit agencies wishing to request an exemption due to Zero-Emission Bus
Unavailability reasons are encouraged, but not required, to use this application template for
an easier, streamiined process. This template does not replace the JCT regulstory text which
takes precedence in afl instances.

The Zero-Emission Bus Unavailability exemption is applicable for the purchase of standard
and articulated buses. This exemption can be exercised on an annual basis when a required
zero-emission bus type for the applicable weight class based on gross vehicle weight rating
is unavailable for purchase.

Transit agencies that are planning to purchase zero-emission cutaway class 4, over-the-road,
and double-decker buses during the calendar years 2026 through 2028 may use "Template
41 Zero-Emission Bus Unavanability Based on the Comprehensive Review Results” This
exemption option along with others are available on the innovative Clean Transit-
Exemptions page.

Flease follow the instructions in Sections | and || when using this exemption application. The
complete application for exemption from a particular calendar year's compliance obligation
must be submitted by Movember 30 of that calendar year. Each granted exemption is only
valid for one compliance year. Transit agencies can request exemption in a later year again if
needed. A transit agency may purchase conventional internal combustion engine buses
instead of zero-emission buses once the exemption request is granted. Please submit your
complete application to the Innovative Clean Transit team at /CT@arb.ca.gowv.

Section |. Transit Contact Infermation
Frovide the contact infarmation of the responsible official. Add more contact(s) if needed.

Calendar year for the request:
Contact person name:

Contact person title:

Contact person email:

Contact person phene number:
Transit agency name:

Mailing address:

. CARB

Section ll. Exemptions for U ilability of Z Emission Buses

Transit agencies wishing to use this exemption must report all annual bus purchases and
maintain an up-to-date bus inventory in the Innovative Clean Transit Reporting Tool (ICTRT).
Transit agencies are responsible for ensuring that reported information remains accurate
throughout the entire exemption period. If California Air Resources Board (CARB)
determines that the exemption was granted based on incomplete, inaccurate infarmation, or
that the transit agency failed to fully and accurately report its annual purchases, the
exemption may be revoked. A revoked exemption will be treated as a failure to comply with
the zero-emission bus requirements set forth in section 2023.1. CARB reserves the right to
request supplemental information or documentation.

Flease identify which circumstance is applicable to your transit agency and provide all
required docurmnentation/information relevant to the applicable circumstance. An exemption
request will not be considered complete if any of the required documentation or
infarmation is missing.

Table 1: Annual quantity of planned new bus purchases and exemption requests

Annual Quantity of Planned New Bus Purchases Standard Articulated
per Fuel Type

Battery electric bus

Fuel cell electric bus

Internal combustion engine bus

Total planned new bus purchases (without Exemption)

Annual E ption Quantity per Fuel Type

Exemnption guantity for battery electric bus

Exemption quantity for fuel cell electric bus

Total exemption guantity

O Condition 1: The zerc-emission bus has not passed the complete Bus Testing and not
obtained a Bus Testing Report (13 California Code of Regulations (CCR)
§ 2023.4(c)(4)(B)1.)." Please provide the following documentation or information:
1. Complete Table 1. (13 CCR §2023.4{c)(4)C)1.)

O Condition 2: The zerc-emission bus cannot be configured to meet applicable
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (13 CCR
§ 2023.4({c){4)(B)2.}). Please provide the fallowing documentation or information:
1. Complete Table 1.
2. Provide documentation to show what ADA requirements cannot be met; and

"The Innovative Clean Transit regulation defines the "Bus Testing Repont” as the complete test report fora bus
model required by title 4% of the Code of Federal Regulations [CFR) section 655.13. These bus tests are also
commaonly called “Altoona Testing™ {13 CCR § 2023(bX8)L

3. Provide explanation of why the manufacturer cannot meet the requirements by
submitting information from the manufacturer (13 CCR § 2023 .4{c)(4)C)3.).*

O Condition 3: The physical characteristics of the zero-emission bus would resultin a
transit agency violating any federal, state, or local laws, regulati or ordi H
(13 CCR §2023.4({c)4)B)3.). Please provide the following decumentation er information:

1. Complete Table 1.
2. Provide a letter from transit agency's governing body that includes all the following
information {13 CCR § 2023.4{c)(4)iC)4.):
a} All relevant citations to the regulatory code sections that the zero-emission bus
may viclate.
b} Explanaticn of how the physical characteristics of the zero-emission bus would
violate federal, state, or local law, regulation, or ordinance; and
€} How the violation would be aveided with the purchase of a combustion engine
bus of the same type.®

#Infarmation may include butis not limited to providing a citation of the ADA requirements that cannat be met
and wehicle specification or brachures far the specific bus type and weight class that explain the issues.
'Here are twa examples of how a transit agency can use this provision:

a} Atransit agency has anly one zero-emission bus option {i.e. for purchase of zero-emission
double-decker bus that has passed the Altoona testing). but because of the Mational Defense
Autharization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, the transit agency cannat enter into & new purchase contract
by wsing the Federal Transit Administration grants.

o} Along-range battery electric bus is the only zerao-emission bus purchase aption, and it violates the
curb weight limitation on any axle of the transit bus.



Exemption Application for the Innovative Clean Transit Zero-Emission
Bus Purchase Requirements

Template 5: Financial Hardship
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Template 5 Financial Hardship
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How to Transition into 2026-2028

e |dentity the quantity of remaining compliance instruments
« Bonus credits will expire starting 2029
 Delivered ZEBs that have not been used in meeting a compliance
obligation
« Compliance obligation calculation

* Transit agencies are welcome to set up a meeting with CARB to
« Confirm the compliance instruments number
 Calculate upcoming compliance obligation
e |dentify a doable path forward

.CARB

1M



ICT Regional Liaisons and Contacts

* General email account: ict@arb.ca.gov

North state

Bay Area and hybrid bus
Sacramento/Central Costal region
Central Valley

Southern California and utilities

Other CARB heavy-duty vehicle
programs

General inquiries and ICT email

.CARB

Julie Cooper

Shirin Barfjani (ICT Lead Staff)
Siamak Asnaashari

Dr. Jing Guo

Dr. Sulekha Chattopadhyay
Andrew Reyes

Yasar Igbal

12
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Additional Technical and Support |_|
=], [=]

* Generation Zero: Interactive ZEB Experience event
 Saturday, February 28, 2026
* OCTA Santa Ana Base
4301 W MacArthur Blvd, Santa Ana, CA 92704

cvent.me/ROIBVE

e Cal Fleet Advisor: free, one-on-one technical assistance for ZEV
deployment

« Webinar recording and presentation

« CALSTART funding training: Learn How to Secure Zero-Emission Bus +
Infrastructure Funding

* Register here
* Feb 18,2026 10:00 AM


https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://web.cvent.com/event/2866687b-e2eb-4154-bc7a-7c5207e01959/register___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6NzoyMWRiOmI2NzVhMWIyMzRmYTI4YzBlYjc4NzI2YTA0MjFlMDZhNjA0YTk4ODY1YmUwMzk0MWVkNDRhYzY3MGEyNmEyNzM6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://web.cvent.com/event/2866687b-e2eb-4154-bc7a-7c5207e01959/register___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6NzoyMWRiOmI2NzVhMWIyMzRmYTI4YzBlYjc4NzI2YTA0MjFlMDZhNjA0YTk4ODY1YmUwMzk0MWVkNDRhYzY3MGEyNmEyNzM6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://calfleetadvisor.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23229406221&gbraid=0AAAABAxD_OyPC6kvRO0NifdHa-ppjkYnE&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxPX0_7SzkQMVEhGtBh0FujTiEAAYASAAEgK0x_D_BwE___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6Nzo0NTE5OjNkM2NiZmY4NjYxNjk5MjU4NmYzNWY4NWJmZTNhMzIwZmNmY2I2Y2U0YTFhOTA5MTMyODQzODY3OGNiMWFiY2U6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://calfleetadvisor.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23229406221&gbraid=0AAAABAxD_OyPC6kvRO0NifdHa-ppjkYnE&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIxPX0_7SzkQMVEhGtBh0FujTiEAAYASAAEgK0x_D_BwE___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6Nzo0NTE5OjNkM2NiZmY4NjYxNjk5MjU4NmYzNWY4NWJmZTNhMzIwZmNmY2I2Y2U0YTFhOTA5MTMyODQzODY3OGNiMWFiY2U6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/innovative-clean-transit/ict-meetings-workshops___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6NzpmMjJiOmJjYmY1OWY1YTA4NDA3MWM4MDU3ZmEwNzRhMTY4OWU4OGM3N2U3MmI1MTIzMDk2Y2I4NjU5MjRmNjhlNDU3ZjI6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://ww2.arb.ca.gov/our-work/programs/innovative-clean-transit/ict-meetings-workshops___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6NzpmMjJiOmJjYmY1OWY1YTA4NDA3MWM4MDU3ZmEwNzRhMTY4OWU4OGM3N2U3MmI1MTIzMDk2Y2I4NjU5MjRmNjhlNDU3ZjI6cDpUOk4
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r01/___https://calstart-org.zoom.us/meeting/register/BZcMdl3fR2mIUAeS7hYIkw%23/registration___.YXAzOmNhbGFjdDpjOm86ZjU0ZmViOTI5YTQzOGVhMTU4YjI0ZjRmMTNlZWZjNzg6NzplM2E0OmI1Y2YwYzEzMjNlM2Q2NzI4NWMwYTM1MDg5NDlmY2EyZWMwMDMyNzAxOWU2ZjMwYzk4ODRhOThiMDA2MThiNmU6cDpUOk4
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