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Welcome & Overview
Michael Pimentel
Executive Director
California Transit Association

Jacklyn Cuddy
Executive Director
California Association for 
Coordinated Transportation 



How to Ask Questions

• Submit your questions 
anytime during the 
program using the 
Questions module in 
your webinar control 
panel at the right of 
your screen.



Program

1. Welcome & Overview

2. Update on Budget Act of 2023-24

3. Q&A

4. Wrap-up & Adjourn



Speakers

  
 

Michael Pimentel, Executive Director
California Transit Association

Alchemy Graham, Legislative & Regulatory Advocate
California Transit Association

Steve Wallauch, Legislative Advocate
Platinum Advisors (for California Association for Coordinated Transportation)



Budget Act of 2023-24 Signed Into Law!

Transit Funding
• AB 101 (Ting), the “Interim Budget”

• AB 102 (Committee on Budget), the “Budget Bill Jr.”

Statutory Relief / Accountability Req. 
• SB 125 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review), the 

transportation trailer bill

Infrastructure Streamlining 
• SB 146 (Gonzalez) on NEPA authority

• SB 149 (Caballero) on judicial streamlining



Budget Advocacy



Budget Advocacy in Practice

Engagement with Key Committees Engagement with Press Digital Advocacy



Budget Advocacy in Practice

Thought Leadership, Recommendations



Budget Advocacy in Practice

Coalition Efforts

60+ orgs. 

20 MOCs

35 legislators 



Details of Budget Act of 2023-24

AB 102 (Committee on Budget), the “Budget Bill Jr.”

• Restores $2B for Transit and Intercity Rail Capital Program 
(toward $4 billion commitment)

– Maintains population-based distribution (PUC 99313)

– Includes 100% flexibility for transit operations

• Provides $1.1B over four years for Zero-Emission Transit Capital 
Program

– Population- and revenue-based distribution (PUC 99313 + 99314)

– Includes 100% flexibility for transit operations
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Zero-Emission Transit Capital Program
• $910M – Allocated from the Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund

– FY 2023-24: $220 million
– FY 2024-25: $230 million
– FY 2025-26: $230 million
– FY 2026-27: $230 million

• $190M – Allocated from the Public Transportation Account 
– FY 2023-24: $190 million



Details of Budget Act of 2023-24 (Cont.) 

SB 125 (Committee on Budget and Fiscal Review), 
the Transportation Trailer Bill

• Establishes new accountability and reporting requirements for 
accessing AB 102 funding irrespective of use

• Extends statutory relief measures through FY 2025-26

• Creates Transit Transformation Task Force
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Accountability Requirements
To receive an allocation of FY 2023-24 funding (requirement 1 of 2):

• Requires that a RTPA submit, and CalSTA approve by December 31, 
2023, a regional short-term financial plan for immediate service 
retention that is consistent with guidelines developed and adopted by 
CalSTA.
– NOTE: Provides an exemption to the requirements above, if a RTPA declares that 

it does not have an operational need between the 2023–24 and 2026–27 fiscal 
years, inclusive, for any of its transit operators and will not use the funding it 
receives from SB 102 and AB 102 for operations for any of its transit operators.
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Deadline for 
adoption of 

September 30, 
2023



To receive an allocation of FY 2023-24 funding (requirement 2 of 2):
• Requires that a RTPA compile and submit by December 31, 2023, 

regionally representative transit operator data to CalSTA. 
– Existing fleet and asset management plans by transit operator;
– Revenue collection methods and annual costs involved in collecting revenue;
– A statement of existing service plan and planned service changes;
– Expenditures on security and safety measures;
– Opportunities for service restructuring, eliminating service redundancies, and 

improving coordination amongst transit operators; and
– Schedule data in General Transit Feed Specification (GTFS) format to enable full 

visibility of service and service changes where feasible.
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Accountability Requirements (Cont.)



To receive an allocation of FY 2024-25 funding:
• Requires that a RTPA submit by December 31, 2025 an updated 

regional short-term financial plan and regionally representative 
transit operator data to CalSTA. 
– NOTE: The requirement to submit a regional short-term financial plan to 

receive FY 2024–25 applies to all RTPA regardless of whether they were 
exempt from the FY 2023-24 requirement. 
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Accountability Requirements (Cont.)



Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Accountability Requirements (Cont.)

To receive continued access to TIRCP funding in FY 2026-27 and 
beyond:
• Requires that a RTPA submit, and CalSTA approve, a long-term 

financial plan that addresses the approach to sustain its transit 
operations absent additional discretionary or nonformula state funding. 
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Accountability Requirements (Cont.)

• Requires that, as a condition of receiving the funding in AB 102, a RTPA post on its internet 
website a summary of monthly ridership data, consistent with the data submitted to the 
National Transit Database, from all its transit operators during the period of time for which 
it receives those moneys. 

• Requires a RTPA that received Zero-Emission Transit Capital Program to submit a report 
to CalSTA on the use of those funds during the previous fiscal year. The report shall include: 

– How much funding was used for operating costs.

– The number, type, date, and location of zero-emission buses, trains, or other vehicles purchased.

– The number, type, data, and location of electric charging stations or hydrogen fueling stations 
installed.

– The nameplate capacity of installed equipment in kilowatts for electric charging stations and 
kilograms per day for hydrogen fueling stations.

– The total costs and the source of funding for vehicles and equipment purchased using these funds.
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: Statutory Relief
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Statutory 
Relief 

Hold Harmless 
Provision for STA, 

SOGR, LCTOP

Suspension of 
Financial Penalties 

(TDA)

Suspension of 
Financial Penalties 

(STA)

Flexibility in SOGR

Extended through 
FY 2025-26



Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Transit Transformation Task Force
• Requires CalSTA, on or before January 1, 2024, to establish and convene 

the Transit Transformation Task Force
– Task Force would include representatives from transit operators, Caltrans, local 

governments, MPOs/RTPAs, transportation advocacy organizations, labor 
organizations, academic institutions and Legislature

• Requires Task Force to develop recommendations to grow transit ridership and 
improve the transit experience for all users

• Requires CalSTA, in consultation, with the Task Force to prepare and 
submit a report of findings and policy recommendations to the Legislature 
on or before October 31, 2025

– Includes focus on Transportation Development Act Reform
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CEQA Administrative Records (SB 149)
• Allows a public agency to prepare the record notwithstanding the 

petitioner’s election to prepare it.
• Explains that the term “internal agency communications” does not 

include internal electronic communications, including emails, that were 
not presented to the final decision-making body, and which are rarely 
important to the outcome of a CEQA case.

CEQA Judicial Streamlining (SB 149)
• Sets expedited judicial review procedures for water, clean 

transportation, clean energy, and CHIPs projects under CEQA; sets 
270-day cap 
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Infrastructure Streamlining 



NEPA Assignments for State/Local Projects (SB 146)
• Preserves the State’s federal authority and clarifies applicability to local, 

rail, public transportation, and multimodal projects.
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Details of Budget Act of 2023-24: 
Infrastructure Streamlining 



Next Steps

Transit Funding
• Monitor implementation of AB 102 funding, distribution to agencies

• Continue to support self-help measures

• Identify opportunities to secure additional near-term state transit funding 

• Participate in CTC’s SB 1121 Transportation Needs Assessment 

• Participate in CalSTA’s Transit Transformation Task Force to inform 
recommendations on long-term state transit funding recommendations 
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Next Steps

Accountability Requirements 
• Continue to document concerns on requirements from member agencies

• Use concerns to inform engagement in guideline development process 
and parallel pursuit of statutory clean-up

– Exact tactics to be determined by response, any resistance we receive
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Q&A
Jacklyn Cuddy
Executive Director
California Association for 
Coordinated Transportation 



How to Ask Questions

• Submit your questions 
anytime during the 
program using the 
Questions module in 
your webinar control 
panel at the right of 
your screen.



Adjourn
Michael Pimentel
Executive Director
California Transit Association

Jacklyn Cuddy
Executive Director
California Association for 
Coordinated Transportation 



Transit Talks: State Funding for Public Transit: 
An Update on the Budget Act of 2023-24
June 12, 2023
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