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USDOT Carbon-Reduction Program
• USDOT authorized $6.4 billion over five years for projects to reduce carbon 

emissions from transportation sources
• FHWA released the program's five-year, state-by-state funding allocations 
• The program's overall authorization for 2022 is about $1.2 billion
• Eligible projects include off-road trails for pedestrians and bicyclists, BRT lines, 

ITS, infrastructure for charging EVs or for fueling vehicles powered by 
hydrogen, natural gas or propane, zero-emission construction equipment and 
vehicles and projects that speed the flow of traffic but do not include 
constructing lanes to add road capacity

• States and other jurisdictions can "flex" the funds for projects that fall under 
the FTA's responsibilities
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Safe Streets and Roads for All NOFO
• USDOT announced on May 16, 2022, the NOFO for communities of all sizes to apply 

for $1 billion in Fiscal Year 2022 funding to help them ensure safe streets and roads for 
all and address the national roadway safety crisis.  Deadline was September 15th

• The Bipartisan Infrastructure Law’s new Safe Streets and Roads for All (SS4A) 
discretionary grant program provides dedicated funding to support regional, local, and 
Tribal plans, projects and strategies to prevent roadway deaths and serious injuries

• SS4A grants aim to improve roadway safety by supporting communities in developing 
comprehensive safety action plans

• Based on a Safe System Approach to significantly reduce or eliminate transportation-
related fatalities and serious injuries involving pedestrians; bicyclists; public 
transportation, personal conveyance, and micromobility users; commercial vehicle 
operators; and motorists

• Funding can also be used to support robust stakeholder engagement to ensure that all 
community members have a voice in developing plans, projects and strategies

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MTYuNTc5NTY0OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbi5nb3YvU1M0QSJ9.Bu9ua4azT5Oo8Vo3SxIU8sBK7tDJ41ZWWfCMEUuaJCw%2Fs%2F15725352%2Fbr%2F131374148686-l&data=05%7C01%7Cray.tellis%40dot.gov%7C4413ea290e6d4757347908da37441f41%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637883062972278107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mH49ouGzlZvdASm%2FiSanzEs3zQF%2FldSCxGinX685Zfs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MTYuNTc5NTY0OTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbi5nb3YvTlJTUy9TYWZlU3lzdGVtIn0.fxTq_7dPH5RcT9IZVJJw2qyFw3bbQ0zXTS1OZPo1m90%2Fs%2F15725352%2Fbr%2F131374148686-l&data=05%7C01%7Cray.tellis%40dot.gov%7C4413ea290e6d4757347908da37441f41%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637883062972278107%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=xfGI7XKyXm7PIbKi3Eugxq3YOON9e4b9U6GZRjn0kB4%3D&reserved=0
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Temporary, Partial Non-availability Waiver
• Waiver of the Buy America domestic content and audit requirements for certain 

commercially produced vans and minivans
• Applies through October 24, 2024, unless FTA determines a fully BA-compliant vehicle 

becomes available. 
• Maximizes domestic content of available vehicles by requiring U.S. Final Assembly and U.S.-

manufactured Engines or Motors, as determined by American Automobile Labeling Act 
(AALA) reports

• Applies to unmodified, mass produced vans and minivans used in vanpool and other public 
transportation service. Under the waiver, vans and minivans must be:

– Capable of vanpool service (minimum 6 passengers + driver)
– Final assembly in United States as reported on AALA reports
– Engine origin in United States as reported on AALA reports

• Waiver expires after October 24, 2024, or earlier if a BA-compliant vehicle becomes
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Build America Buy America Act (BABA) 
• On April 18, 2022, OMB issued initial guidance on implementation of the Build America, Buy 

America Act (BABA), which was enacted as Title IX of the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, Pub. L. 117-58

• DOT issued a transitional waiver with an effective date of May 14, 2022 which will expire on 
November 10, 2022, 180 days from the effective date

• The transitional waiver is intended to strengthen Made in America processes and provide for 
enhanced enforcement over time

• The new regulation specifically covers construction materials, other than to the extent that 
such materials would already be considered iron, steel, or manufactured products

• FTA, in coordination with DOT, is seeking to ensure compliance with new construction 
materials requirements through: 

• Public outreach to ensure solicitations and contracts include construction materials 
requirements and construction materials certifications via: (i) Dear Colleague Letter,             (ii) 
Gov Delivery Notice, and (iii) Public listening sessions 

• Webinar on November 2nd at 2:00PM EDT

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA0MjEuNTY3NzA0MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy53aGl0ZWhvdXNlLmdvdi93cC1jb250ZW50L3VwbG9hZHMvMjAyMi8wNC9NLTIyLTExLnBkZiJ9.cfxmin6SnRYW6JnwPv0QfLOeWZmOofGHqt_WupOU0rg%2Fs%2F15725352%2Fbr%2F130161782248-l&data=05%7C01%7Cray.tellis%40dot.gov%7Cb5e98d7c8a3745f68a6c08da23bf4b50%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637861601778105179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lWPjXU4xas%2FVpgsrePABW81HttqBsjAywxxh84aWbNc%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA1MjAuNTgyMzU2NjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbi5nb3Yvb2ZmaWNlLXBvbGljeS90cmFuc3BvcnRhdGlvbi1wb2xpY3kvbWFkZS1pbi1hbWVyaWNhIn0.xqNzWp4HNHu0UDl1R1aaKAHFdxjehxzC_aVzyu4ioLE%2Fs%2F15725352%2Fbr%2F131671228770-l&data=05%7C01%7Cray.tellis%40dot.gov%7C9150df3a09fc485f407508da3a94927c%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637886707027412108%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2Fj9AOIzaLy8eHaEOQFsgxfbEIFeyrbwt%2FcpGnw8pCYM%3D&reserved=0
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BABA – Construction Materials
• The OMB Initial Implementation Guidance contains a preliminary list of construction 

materials that includes:
• [A]n article, material, or supply—other than an item of primarily iron or steel; a 

manufactured product; cement and cementitious materials; aggregates such as stone, sand, 
or gravel; or aggregate binding agents or additives —that is or consists primarily of:
o non-ferrous metals;
o plastic and polymer-based products (including polyvinylchloride, composite building 

materials, and polymers used in fiber optic cables);
o glass (including optic glass);
o lumber; or
o drywall

• The OMB RFI states that it “seeks input on whether to refine this list, and requests input on 
specific materials or products or categories of materials or products that should be added, 
removed, or clarified, as well as advice on how to distinguish construction materials from 
manufactured products.”
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Hiring Preference 
• In 2021, FTA announced an initiative, implemented as a pilot program, to permit 

transit agencies to hiring preferences on FTA-funded construction projects, to 
promote equitable creation of employment opportunities and workforce 
development activities, particularly for economically or socially disadvantaged 
workers

• The initiative has transitioned in response to the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law, which 
includes hiring preferences related to the use of labor for transportation 
construction projects 

• Section 25019 provides an express authorization for FTA grant recipients and 
subrecipients to use a geographical or economic hiring preference for the 
construction of federally supported transit projects

• See the Federal Register Notice

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalregister.gov%2Fdocuments%2F2022%2F02%2F10%2F2022-02874%2Frescission-equitable-economic-recovery-and-workforce-development-through-construction-hiring-pilot&data=04%7C01%7CRay.Tellis%40dot.gov%7C526f1669c66d49e4c38c08da11a9be74%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C637841717988832319%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=abel9KJ8bOvxoiSQVw%2FKGn6GSEouyOdmPz2NRf74AKs%3D&reserved=0
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Price adjustments allowed for existing Federally-funded contracts
where permissible

• All recipients should take every reasonable measure to control costs and be good 
stewards of Federal dollars wherever possible

• The applicable Federal requirements on adjusting existing contracts are contained in the 
OMB Uniform Guidance (codified at 2 CFR Part 200)

• In certain circumstances, the OMB Uniform Guidance permits the parties to an existing 
federally-funded contract to modify the contract for several reasons, including price 
adjustments

• When permitted to modify a contract, FTA recipients are responsible, in accordance with 
good administrative practice and sound business judgment

• Whether a particular modification is permissible—and what Federal requirements 
apply—will depend on a variety of factors, including the terms and conditions of that 
contract (e.g., change clauses, Producer Price Index adjustment clauses, and Consumer 
Price Index adjustment clauses); applicable state, local, or tribal procurement law; the 
terms of a price adjustment; and the scope of the contract modification.
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Joint Office of Energy & Transportation
• The Joint Office of Energy and Transportation was created through 

the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law (BIL) to facilitate collaboration 
between the USDOE and USDOT

• The Joint Office will align resources and expertise across the two 
departments toward leveraged outcomes

• The office will be a critical component in the implementation of 
the BIL, providing support and expertise to a multitude of 
programs that seek to deploy a network of electric vehicle 
chargers, zero-emission fueling infrastructure, and zero-emission 
transit and school buses

• https://driveelectric.gov

https://driveelectric.gov/
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Transit Workforce Center
• TWC is first FTA-funded center to directly support public transit workforce development to help 

transit agencies recruit, hire, train, and retain a diverse workforce needed now and, in the 
future

• Responding to the historic shortage of transit workers around the country, the Transit Workforce 
Center (TWC) has created a campaign toolkit to support the public transportation industry with 
innovative, site-specific approaches to meet the critical challenge of recruiting workers, 
especially bus operators and maintenance workers

• ConnectingMyCommunity: The National Transit Frontline Worker Campaign Toolkit provides a 
wealth of resources for transit agencies and communities to tailor for their needs

• The toolkit features tips and strategies developed by TWC in consultation with public transit 
stakeholders, transit agencies, labor unions, frontline workers, industry associations, and 
community-based and workforce development organizations 

• Materials include advertising templates with graphics and messages designed to be 
customizable by agencies, especially those with limited resources. 

• To further support the development and execution of effective recruitment campaigns, the 
toolkit includes a library of videos and other advertising used by agencies across the country, 
case studies on successful recruitment strategies, and recruitment-related research and reports

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MTQuNjM3MDI2MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmFuc2l0d29ya2ZvcmNlLm9yZy8ifQ.hmYCbbEspiqNKfuSvDBHNQRU3Kj53_PSbiGGCpm_MVo%2Fs%2F15725352%2Fbr%2F144011336552-l&data=05%7C01%7CRay.Tellis%40dot.gov%7Ce7f61ca2e0624db62f8c08daa37ccf4d%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638002053703697524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FPoxMie01jP4T%2FrzdwXuaz25pZp8cw5SoY3hVy6y44g%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjA5MTQuNjM3MDI2MzEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cmFuc2l0d29ya2ZvcmNlLm9yZy9DT05ORUNUSU5HTVlDT01NVU5JVFkvIn0.aNqKgqmen5qsw52e1MoHLBsbE4I0trhpmSzAVHZM_pc%2Fs%2F15725352%2Fbr%2F144011336552-l&data=05%7C01%7CRay.Tellis%40dot.gov%7Ce7f61ca2e0624db62f8c08daa37ccf4d%7Cc4cd245b44f04395a1aa3848d258f78b%7C0%7C0%7C638002053703697524%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9UAkP29j6iR5wWN9oWjThBh5VI6eKqQcg58xPoeHEXk%3D&reserved=0
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FTA Operating Expenses Webinars
• FTA hosted a webinar series to provide technical assistance to FTA 

recipients on how to calculate, document, and charge operating 
expenses

• The webinars discuss eligible operating expenses, explain how to 
calculate FTA operating assistance, examine appropriate 
documentation of operating expenses and Electronic Clearing 
House (ECHO) draws, and describe recommended actions if an 
error is made in calculating operating assistance

• Calculating, Documenting, and Charging Operating Expenses 
Webinars | FTA (dot.gov)

https://www.transit.dot.gov/safety/triennial-reviews/calculating-documenting-and-charging-operating-expenses-webinars
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Bipartisan Infrastructure Law - Information
• https://www.transit.dot.gov/BIL
• FTA BIL Program Fact Sheets for existing and new programs; 

funding levels
• Sign up to receive email updates
• Webinars
• Town Hall meetings
• Storytelling
• Region 9 Webinar & Listening Session

https://www.transit.dot.gov/BIL


TRANSIT.DOT.GOV
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